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UM ETHICS BOWL TEAM MAKES FINAL FOUR IN COMPETITION 
MISSOULA, M ont.-
The University of Montana Ethics Bowl team recently won the quarterfinal competition 
of the 10th annual Intercollegiate Ethics Bowl in Cincinnati.
Forty teams from colleges and universities nationwide debated controversial ethical 
issues ranging from privacy of information in libraries to genetic testing for athletic ability.
The UM team was one of six teams to go undefeated in the first round with victories over 
Villanova University, North Carolina State University and Williams College. The team 
defeated Union College in the quarterfinal round before losing to the Indiana University team, 
which went on to win the competition.
The UM team members are senior Nate Biehl of Helena, senior Rhiannon Dodds of 
Gainesville, Fla.; and junior Kelly Kirwan of Belgrade. In addition, the team has four student 
coaches: Jarrett Heintz of Godfrey, 111.; Loren Meyer of Helena, Justin Whitaker of Helena 
and Michael Williams of Gainesville, Fla. Professor Mark Hanson, interim director of UM’s 
Practical Ethics Center, was the team’s faculty sponsor.
Teams entering the competition are given 13 cases six weeks before the event. Students 
met at least three times each week to prepare analyses of the cases and develop positions and 
responses to counter arguments, which are then debated against opposing teams. Judges score
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the teams based on clarity and intelligibility, focus on ethically relevant factors, avoidance of 
ethical irrelevance and deliberative thoughtfulness.
The Feb. 26 competition was part of the annual meeting of the Association for Practical 
and Professional Ethics.
For more information, call Hanson at 243-6632, 243-5744 or e-mail 
mark. hanson@umontana. edu.
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